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Press Release:
H.A. Whie Gymnasium

Dae of Issue:
February 6, 2025

The Levy County Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) purchased the former Bronson High School
from the Levy County School Board for $1.5 Million in 2018. The former high school has been
repurposed as Levy County Government Complex.

The H.A. White Gymnasium is located on the Government Center Complex's property next to the
Maintenance Department. It was in poor condition when the BoCC purchased the complex and has
continued to deteriorate since then.

The following are pictures of some of the observed problems.

Picure Descripton

Tiles and insulaon rom he

ceiling have become we and

allen.
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Picure Descripton

Insulaon inside he walls o he

baskeball cour has goten we

and allen o he meal walls.

The carpe inside he room nex

o he baskeball cour has

goten we and developed a

signicanmold problem.

The roo has developed a leak,

resulng in he plywood

sheahing becoming we and

moldy and alling down.
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Picure Descripton

The upper walls o he

gymnasium are meal, which has

corroded. The corroded meal

is deeriorang. The yellow

arrow in his picure poins o

dayligh visible around he

window where he meal has

rused away rom he window,

creang a gap. This is happening

in mulple places in he gym. I

no addressed, he windows will

evenually all ou o he walls

and could hur someone.

The gymnasium is in disrepair due to a lack of maintenance in recent decades. Now that water is entering
the building from multiple locations, it is deteriorating rapidly.

During the February 4, 2025 BoCC Meeting, the County Manager Mary-Ellen Harper requested direction
from the BoCC regarding next steps. Potential options included identifying funding and designing plans
to repair and renovate the building to meet current building codes or demolish the building.

The County Manager received an estimate from a contractor of $1.4 million to repair and renovate the
building to meet current codes. This estimate was provided to give the commissioners a ball-park idea of
the project's cost so they could decide whether to hire an architect, create plans, and then go out to bid
for the renovation. The Couny Manager suggesed ha i he BoCC is no ineresed in unding he repair
and replacemen o he building, consideraon should be given o demolishing i, as is condion will only
connue o deeriorae due o he waer leaks.

Afer receiving a signican amoun o public commen, he BoCC voed 4-0 o demolish raher han

repair and renovae he gym.


